32           THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
The UgM rates in Dholka and Daskrohi being reported to "be pressing heavily on the ryots, sanction was accorded to their reduction according to the relative fertility of the soil divided into three classes, to which sufficient attention had not been paid by the Panchayets. It was also ruled that a Talukdar's right to his estate ceases with the expiration of his lease, and until the settlement is resumed; and such renewal being at the option of Government, he had no further right to the produce of his estate. During the currency of a lease, a Talukdar's creditors have a right to the produce, but as the ryots' interests would probably suffer from their interference, care should be taken to give no lease until some satisfactory arrangements as to the Talukdar's debts had been come to. ^When a limit was set to the demands the Collector might make on the Talukdar, the rights of the State "were not meant to be affected; the limit was set with a view to protect the Talukdar against over-assessment by too zealous officers, and to lay down a system of settlement favourable to a class that it was desirable to treat with forbearance on account of their past fortunes and prescriptive claims, but conferred no hereditary right. Any attempt, therefore, to satisfy a creditor's claim, founded on a decree against a Talukdar, from the proceeds of his estate should be resisted on the ground that the estate was not the property of the latter. It will be noticed how entirely contradictory these orders were to the earlier notions entertained as to the Talukdars' proprietary rights.
Leave was given at the same time to give extended leases of other villages that might be improvable to respectable farmers for ten in place of seven years.
In his Minute penned in 1830, Sir J. Malcolm for the most part considered the system of revenue administration in Northern Gujarat fairly adapted to the circumstances of the time. Ho deprecated any great changes, but proposed that assessments should be lowered in individual cases on the expiration of current leases when the rates were found to be too heavy. In the case of Bapurnyan, Kasbati, of Dholka,he saw no remedy, in consequence of that person's indebtedness, but the resumption of his estate and the grant of a pension to his family. He was also, as a political measure, in favour of granting the Thakor of Bhaonagar a